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The firefighter cut the man.

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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The firefighter cut the man 
free.

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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🤯
Argument Structure 

Constructions



What type(s) of construction 
are used?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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Construction 
Grammar (CxG)



Construction Grammar (CxG)

Cxs differ for their degree of schematicity:

• morphemes (e.g.,pre-, -ing)

• complex words (e.g., daredevil)

• filled or partially-filled idioms 

(e.g., give the devil his dues or Jog (someones) memory) 

• more abstract patterns ditransitive Cxs [Subj V Obj1 Obj2])



High frequency token 
input

Mental Entrenchment 
(domain-general cognitive processes):

categorization/chunking/analogy/cross-modal 
association

More abstract 
schematic superordinate 

construction



High frequency token 
input

Mental Entrenchment 
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a-judge-found-him-guilty-construction

He drank himself silly.



Construction Grammar (CxG)

Cxs differ for their degree of schematicity:

• High frequency

• Several slots to fill in 

• Non-compositional
貴到爆( ´•̥×•̥` )

How to capture 
constructions?

🤯

https://andreashih.shinyapps.io/covarying_collexeme_analysis/


Regular Expression
Word Embedding

https://andreashih.shinyapps.io/cca-python1/ 

https://andreashih.shinyapps.io/cca-python1/


Possible Applications

Construction and Sentiment

Multimodality Construction
• A typical “image macro” meme consists of 

three elements:
• Background image
• Top text (TT): formulaic and easily recognizable
• Bottom text (BT): delivers ‘the punch line’ of the 

meme 
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